During the transactions of our January meeting a member of the Business Committee approached me, and asked that I furnish a paper for your consideration, and kindly accorded me the privelige of selecting my own topic. You The above article bears the signature of an honored member of our profession : one whom you and I respect ?Head before the Chicago Dental Society. and appreciate as an authority upon dental subjects; one whose unpretentious and unobstrusive method of imparting to his fellow practioners whatever of interest has dawned upon his prolific mind has more than once awakened our commendation. His professional standing, I feel, warrants the liberty I have taken, and the prominence here given to his thought; and it is to provoke a generous and a just discussion, distinguished for ample deference, that I present this subject.
The reason given for the position taken in the above paragraph, and the only reason, is, " We never know that incipient abscess is not present." Well, suppose to cause the appearance of some nervous disease. The most prominent causes, however, are the traumatic and the psychical, and it is not astonishing to find the disease following either of these causes, when we reflect that it is only the mergizing of a hereditary proclivity. The question of age has also entered into the inquiries upon this subject, and 12Yi years was found to be the average at which the disease appeared ; so it has been suggested that it is irt some way connected with the second dentition and puberty^ and the fact is not established, and at present we are only certain of one condition dependent upon the trophic nerves, and that is the suspension of their activity, giving rise to subsequent atrophy.
The foregoing may indeed seem a digression to you, but it has proved interesting to me to collect these facts, in order that we might more thoroughly understand the etiology of a pathological condition reported to us as a result of immediate root filling.
'I am satisfied the reporter of the case did not intend to convey the impression even that the disturbance was caused by the abstract fact of immediate root filling, but that it was the effect of an illjudged dental operation, resulting in a
